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Las Cruces native and small business owner Russell Hernandez is a well-respected 

businessman, generous philanthropist and an inspiration to all. Over the years Russell has 

demonstrated strong leadership in his industry and the community locally, statewide and 

nationally.

Russell serves as a member of the School of Hotel, Restaurant and Tourism Management 

Board of Directors, a guest speaker for the College of Agriculture, Consumer and 

Environmental Sciences (ACES) and College of Business, and co-pioneer for “Experience 

Mesilla,” an organization that supports small businesses in the Mesilla area. He also serves 

at various levels on many community and state-wide boards in the Hospitality & Tourism 

Industry.   

Russell graduated from NMSU with a Bachelor of Science in Agricultural Economics and 

Agricultural Business. During his time at NMSU, Russell balanced a 50+ hour work week 

and 21 Credit Hours, while acting as a college Ambassador for ACES and serving on several 

student organization councils. His attitude has always been, “what else can I get my hands 

on?”  

Russell is the owner and operator of Salud! de Mesilla, a unique and multi-culturally 

inspired restaurant that, since opening in 2016, has received local and national 

recognition. Russell has earned awards for his impactful work including, but not limited to: 

the “2018 Las Cruces Hispanic Chamber Small Business of the Year,” 2019 National 

Restaurant Association best “Restaurant Neighbor” runner up, the “Sonny Brown Business 

of the Year Award” from the Rotary Club, and “Comida Encantada - Fan Favorite Restaurant 

Award.”   

As a valued community member, Russell actively promotes and participates with 

collaborative fundraisers and contributes his time and treasure to many departments and 

organizations throughout the NMSU system including NAMA, HRTM, Dance Sport, Cheer, 

Athletics and the NMSU Foundation, Inc. He is the founder of the Thyme of Your Life 

Endowed Scholarship, which aims to aid and inspire Aggies following in his footsteps in 

the Hospitality Industry. Russell and Salud! provide significant funding and countless hours 

of time to dozens of nonprofit organizations, schools, and the Las Cruces-Mesilla 

community.   

Russell and his fiancé Christopher Schaljo, who is also an NMSU alum, bring a business 

perspective to the culinary enterprise and its sustainability program, and truly enjoy 

spending their lives as active philanthropists and restauranteurs.  
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““It is always important to remember our roots 
and where we started from.  In our professional 
capacities we have the chance to significantly 
impact and help our upcoming generations to the 
greatest extent. 

As a student, when you think about your degree 
plan, think about something that you will be 
excited to do day in and day out. Don’t rush into 
your college experience thinking that you know 
what you want right off the bat. You may just 
find something that you absolutely love that you 
didn’t know about!” 

~ Russell Hernandez




